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so. After the death of John, or of the last survivor, whoever he
iiiight be, of the group which had seen the master, the word of
Jesus was convicted of falsehood1 If the doctrine of Jesus had
been simply belief in an approaching end of the world, ifc would
ceitainly now be sleeping in oblivion. What is it, then, which has
saved it ? The great breadth of the Gospel conceptions, which
hab permitted doctrines suited to very different intellectual con-
ditions to be found under the same creed The woilcl has not
ended, as Jesus announced, and as his disciples believed. But it
ha& been renewed, and in one sense renewed as Jesus desired. It
is because his thought was two-bided that it has been fruitful
His chimera has not had the fate of so many others which have
ciossai the human mind, because it concealed a germ of life which
having been introduced, thanks to a covering of fable, into the
bosom of humanity, has thus brought forth eternal fruits.

And k't us not say that this is a benevolent interpretation,
imagined in order to clear the honour of our great master from
the cmel contradiction inflicted on his dreams by reality. No,
no; this tine kingdom of God, this kingdom of the spirit, which
makes each one king and priest; this kingdom which, like the
giain of mustard-seed, has become a tree which overshadows the
world, and amidst whose branches the birds have their nests?
was understood, wished for, and founded by Jesus. By the side of
the false, cold, and impossible idea of an ostentatious advent, he
conceived the real city of God, the true "palingenesis," the
Sermon on the Mount, the apotheosis of the weak, the love of the
people, legard for the poor, and the re-establishment of all that is
huihblo, true, and simple. This re-establishment he has depicted
as an incomparable artist, by features which will last eternally.
Each of us owes that which is best in himself to him. Let us
paulon him his hope of a vain apocalypse, and of a second coining
in great triumph upon the clouds of heaven. Peihaps these were
the errors of others rather than his own; and if it be true that he

1 These pangs of Christian conscience are rendered with simplicity in the second
epi&tle attributed to St Peter, hi. 8, and following.